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Pictou Landing Community Solar Project 
Community Engagement  
  
Dated: August 27th, 2025: Spring Side Community Centre Engagement Session  
September 4th, 2025: Pictou Landing First Nation Partners and Community Member 
Engagement Session  

Summary of Activities 
Project partners hosted engagement sessions for the Pictou Landing Community Solar 
Project at two locations and on two dates: one for community members near the 
project, and one for members of Pictou Landing First Nation Band, a partner in the 
project.  

For both sessions, guests were invited to arrive at a time that was convenient for them. 
The first session was held throughout the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at Spring 
Side Community Centre on August 27th, the second session was held between 4:00 pm 
and 6:00 PM on September 4th at the Pictou Landing First Nation School. Subject matter 
experts were available at each session to take questions and discuss the following 
topics: project owners, project timeline and overview, environmental studies, and a 
site map.  

Two weeks prior to the first engagement session informative newsletters were sent out 
to the community within a 6 km radius of the Newton Mills site. These included 
information about the project and an invitation to the community info session. This 
engagement session was well attended, with more than 40 individuals participating.  

Prior to the Pictou Landing session, established communication channels including 
official band Facebook pages, were utilized to ensure the community was aware of the 
engagement session. The engagement session at Pictou Landing School had an 
attendance of approximately 15 people.  

Municipal support 
We have received a letter of support from the Municipality of Colchester County council.  
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Engagement with Mi’kmaw Communities 
Consultation activities have been conducted in Pictou Landing First Nation to gather 
feedback from individuals within the community. Even though Pictou Landing First 
Nation is a Project Owner/Partner, it was considered important to conduct 
consultation activities for regular community members not associated with 
development of the Project.  

Project partners have reached out to consult more broadly with Kwilmu’kw Maw-
Klusuaqn (KMK). KMK have suggested developing an employment & procurement 
working group, so the project partners have begun this conversation. The project 
partners have also reached out Millbrook First Nation and Sepekne’atik First Nation, 
those Mi’kmaw communities closest to the site; this conversation is ongoing. 

Engagement with Other Equity Deserving People in the Area 
The Federation des Acadiens de Nouvelle Ecosse (FANE) recommended contacting the 
Centre communautaire francophone de Truro, the closest member organization to the 
project. The project was presented in person at the Centre’s regular meeting on 
06 October, 2025. Attendees of the meeting were supportive of the project. Attendees 
did not highlight any community members living near the project site. No additional 
concerns were raised. 

Project Partners have discussed the project with staff at African Nova Scotian Affairs 
to determine whether there are any community members living nearby who may be 
affected. No individuals have been identified nor additional concerns raised. 

Engagement with Community Members Local to Newton Mills and Area  
Many of the questions that community members had were common to all projects that 
we work on. These are presented in our Frequently Asked Questions Section, on the 
project website page. 

Below is a collation of our responses to project-specific questions and concerns voiced 
by community members, collected from our engagement events, phone conversations, 
and comments on Facebook, in response to a community member who shared the 
details of the Project on the local community Facebook page. 

Why is Pictou Landing putting the project in Newton Mills and not on reserve land? 

The grid hosting capacity near Pictou Landing First Nation reserve lands is insufficient 
to host a project large enough for the community solar program and would not benefit 
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the Nation or fellow Nova Scotians. The project site was selected due to its limited 
alternative uses, minimal environmental impact and high grid hosting capacity.  

Why should Pictou Landing benefit from this after putting people out of work from 
the Northern Pulp Mill? Are profits going to the local community or lowering their 
power bills? 

The Mill was given 5 years to come up with a sustainable and responsible plan to 
continue to operate, Pictou Landing First Nation did not want the Mill to close but they 
were firm about not allowing the Mill to keep dumping effluent in PLFN’s backyard. 

Residents near the solar farm will be able to subscribe to its clean output, free of 
charge and receive a 10% to 12% reduction on their energy bill. 

Will the local community pay any extra costs? 

The local community will pay no extra costs for the construction, operation, or 
decommissioning of the project. In fact, the project will provide direct savings to 
community members. 

Will you be able to see/hear it? 

There are no existing homes with line of sight of the proposed solar farm site; no 
residents will be able to see the solar farm. 

The nearest house to the project is 800 m away. Solar panels do not make noise. The 
inverters used to send the power to the grid contain fans which may occasionally 
generate some sound. At their rated output, and not considering any dampening from 
grassland or trees, we calculate that the sound power at the nearest house will be no 
more than 25 dB; 25 dB is of equivalent loudness to “rustling leaves or a whisper”. At 
the nearest public location, directly in front of the project on West Mountain Road, we 
calculate that the sound power may be up to 45 dB, which considered equivalent to 
that of a refrigerator inside the home. 

What effect will this have on property value? 

Research done in six US states by the University of Connecticut found that there is 
minimal change in property values outside a 1 km radius from the solar PV system1. 

 
1 [1] Elmallah, S., Hoen, B., Fujita, K. S., Robson, D., & Brunner, E. (n.d.). Shedding light on large-scale solar 
impacts: An analysis of property values and proximity to photovoltaics across six U.S. states. Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory; University of Connecticut. Retrieved from [Shedding light on large-scale solar 
impacts: An analysis of property values and proximity to photovoltaics across six U.S. states - ScienceDirect] 
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There is currently only 1 residence within that 1 km radius.  Additionally, proximity to 
distribution lines positively increases the value of agricultural or forested land, such 
as that found along West Mountain Road, which may gain access to electrical 
infrastructure as part of this project. 

Additionally, the majority of property assessors believe that proximity to solar PV farms 
has no impact or a positive impact on property values.  

Having spoken with staff at Property Valuation Services Corporation, the independent 
non-profit organization responsible for performing property valuations in Nova Scotia, 
we understand that this project is very unlikely to have any effect on the values of the 
properties nearby. 

Will the local fire department need special training? Are solar farms dangerous? Will 
the local fire department need special training? 

A training course has been developed and is available for firefighters in Atlantic 
Canada to learn about responding to sites with solar PV, within the local context. Solar 
farms are not dangerous. 

Is forest being clear-cut?  

While a limited number of trees may need to be removed, a pre-cleared site was 
specifically selected for the project to avoid large amounts of forest removal. It is 
anticipated that a total forested area of less than an acre may need to be cleared from 
within the 50-acre project site. 

Will this displace local wildlife and destroy native plant species? 

Like any energy or construction project, the project will have some effect on local 
wildlife; we anticipate this effect will be primarily during construction. Third-party 
Species at Risk and Bird surveys found: 

• Some native plant species will unfortunately need to be removed to complete 
construction, however no threatened, endangered, or culturally significant 
species were identified at the project site.  

• No nests were identified in the project area.  

After construction, we expect that many of the original species will continue to use the 
site, and new species may also utilize the site due to changes in the vegetation. Some 
native plant species will unfortunately need to be removed to complete construction, 
however no threatened, endangered, or culturally significant species were identified at 
the project site.  
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Will the fence around the site be strong enough against coyotes and bears? That is if 
there are sheep inside for maintenance. 

If we choose to co-locate sheep agriculture at the site, construction of the fence will be 
designed to ensure all relevant predators are prevented from entering the project site.  
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